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[bookmark: _GoBack]In the sixteenth century, Britain started involving itself in the transatlantic slave trade. Gradually over time, many people from all spheres of life began to speak out against the slave trade. As a result, a campaign known as ‘abolition" was formed. this campaign aimed at raising public awareness regarding the of horrors of slavery and ultimately illegalize it (Oshatz, 2011). This gave rise to various arguments both for and against slavery. Abolitionists pointed out the cruelty experienced by the slaves in their owners' hands. Supporters of slavery, however, claimed that slaves did not experience harsh treatment from their masters. In fact, they argued that slave trade benefited the slaves because they were lucky to be provided with accommodation and food, unlike the poor people in the region. The paper focuses on arguments supporting and opposing slavery.

 The United States also experienced mounting pressures to abolish slavery in the 1830s. there were two sides that argued about the slave trade. The Southern and the Northern.  The Southerners called for the abolition of slavery while the Northerners supported it (McLean & Rice, 2004). The abolitionists in this context also claimed that slavery was a kind of degradation to the slaves. Therefore, the debate about pro and anti-slavery presented various arguments regarding slave trade. Those who defended slave trade rose to the issue presented by the abolitionists. The defenders of slave trade included history, social good, humanitarianism, and even economics, to further their arguments. The defenders of slavery claimed that if slave economy would suddenly end, there would be a profound and detrimental economic effect in the South where the economy relied on slave labor. As a consequence, the tobacco crop production would fall, collapsing of the cotton economy and profitability of rice would cease.  
Defenders of slavery claimed that freeing of all slaves would lead to chaos and a widespread unemployment. This would result in anarchy, bloodshed, and uprisings (Mason, 2006).  They supported their argument by pointing to the mob's rule of terror that was implemented during the French revolution era. Regarding this, the status quo would continue, and this would provide the slaveholding class with affluence and stability. Defenders claimed that slavery has been in existence for years and now considered to be the natural state of mankind. The Romans had slaves, the Greeks had slaves, and the English had slaves until the recent years.  They also noted that slavery is mentioned in the bible. Quoting from the bible they claimed that slavery is mentioned in the ten commandments and Abraham also had slaves. Jesus also never raised a finger on slavery although it was widespread in the Roman world. 
As an advocate for the slave trade, George Fitzhugh outlined that "the negro is but a grown-up child".  For this reason, the negro should be governed as a child. Fitzhugh continued degrading the African Americans by claiming that that slavery saved them from a number of crimes including cannibalism (Mason, 2006). He thought that all African Americans would be notorious criminals. Slavery was also advocated by James Hammond who claimed that the society should have the social class that has no skills and placed the slaves in that class. Thus, they were only known for doing the manual labor. Moreover, Hammond argued that slaves were not mistreated in any way. They were fed well and provided with accommodation. 
Abolitionists, on the other hand, presented a number of arguments against the slave trade. For instance, David Walker describes the world of slaves as wrong and pointless. He claimed that all people should be treated equally. Equal treatment would create friendship and the slaves would forget the past and become a united family under God (Oshatz, 2011). He really wanted the whites and the African Americans regard each other as one family because nothing is impossible with God. According to Walker, only the skin color was the difference between the whites and blacks, and this gave rise to slavery. 
Abraham Lincoln is also regarded as one of the prominent voices against slavery. Before being elected as the US. President made it clear that he was against slavery, but he said that he would respect the Southerners and their slavery activities.  However, he pointed out that there no way he would allow slavery to expand to the western states (Gates, 2011). These sentiments made him the South to dislike him. Thus nobody from the South supported his presidential candidacy since he was their enemy. After secession from the union, Lincoln reassured the Southerners they could come back despite their slavery activities. 
Arguments from the defenders of slavery were economic because they feared that end of slavery would largely reduce labor. Since labor is a factor of production the economic development of the region would stagnate. For instance, the production of cotton, rice, and tobacco would cease (McLean & Rice, 2004). On the other hand, abolitionists' arguments were moral because they aimed at freeing the slaves and treat them as equal as the whites. They also meat to bring harmony to people of all races. Defendants of slavery and the abolitionists presented both practical and philosophical arguments. For instance, according to the defendants of slavery, end of slavery would drastically impact the economy. This is a practical argument. However, the argument where they quote from the bible that slavery was mentioned in the ten commandments appears to philosophical. The abolitionists quote the bible too that slavery is not a Christian way of life. This argument is philosophical. However, they also present a practical argument that end of slavery would ensure equity and fair treatment of people of all races. All these arguments would have sounded revolutionary during the 1700s because slavery was the major source of labor in the cash crop plantations.  
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